
Congressman Campbell Introduces the Campbell Amendment

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Mr. Chairman, I yield myself such time as I may consume.

      Mr. Chairman, there are cities around this country that have laws or executive orders under
which they prohibit law enforcement officials from reporting to the Department of Homeland
Security when they encounter, through the normal course of law enforcement practice,
individuals who are aliens, who are foreign nationals and who are in this country illegally. That,
first of all, is a violation of Federal law. Both the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant
Responsibility Act of 1996 and the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation
Act of 1996 both prohibit cities from adopting that sort of ordinance. But secondly, it is just
wrong. We have Federal law here, and we have people in the ordinary course of their law
enforcement activities encountering people who are foreign nationals and in this country
illegally, and cities are passing ordinances making it a crime basically for those law enforcement
officials to let Department of Homeland Security know that. The reason this happens is there is
no enforcement mechanism on this Federal law right now. What this amendment would do is
simply provide an enforcement mechanism by making those law enforcement agencies in those
areas not eligible for Federal grants if they have such a prohibition which is in violation of
Federal law. Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance of my time. 
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